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-- Cross-Reference to Related Applications --. 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please delete claims 1-14, without prejudice or disclaimer, amend claim 15, and 
add new claims 16-47, as follows: 

15. (Amended) A method of providing direct bloodJtetfflSetween a heart 
chamber and a coronary vessel, the method comprising the steps of: 

insertingjai^^ of the coronary vessel; 

furth er inserting th ejnst^ throug h^a posterior wall of the coronary vessel 
and a heart wall betwee^^^^art chamber and the coronary vessel to form a 
p assagewa y in tf^neart wall; and 

insertrfig a nonrigid implant within the passageway. 



1 6. (New) The method of claim 1 5, wherein the implant in states a stent . 

17. (New) The method of claim 15, furtj^f comprising expanding the implant 
in the passageway. 

18. (New) The mettfod of claim 17, wherein expanding the implant includes 
expandin g the implanHrom a colla psed configuration. 

19. / [New) The method of claim 15, wherein the passageway in the heart wall 
is formjgo via one of lasing, drilling, and boring. 
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20. (New) The method of claim 1 5, wherein inserting the instrument^mcludes 

inserting an incising instrument. 

^ 

21 . (New) The method of claim 1 5, wherein insertingJKejr^ 
inserting an implant carrying a substance for delivery to the/neart wall. 

22. (New) The method of claim 21 , wherein the substance is chosen from 
angiogenesis factors and nucleic acid instructiopfs for angiogensis factors. 



23. (New) The method of claim/21 , wherein the substance is for at least one of 
generating, stimulating, and enhancing blood vessel formation. 

24. (New) The metho^of claim 15, wherein inserting the implant in the 
passageway includes inserting the implant via a catheter. 

25. (New) The' method of claim 24, further comprising ad vancing the cathe ter 
to the pa ssageway vja jhe^heart chamber. 

r- / 

26. (iyew) The method of claim 1 5, further comprising removing the instrument 




from the hea /t wall prior to inserting the implant. 



(New) The method of claim 15, further comprising a dvancin g the implant 
pasUne posterion/^^ the coronary vesse l and into the passageway. 
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28. (New) The method of claim 27, further comprising advancing the imj^ant 
past the anterior wall of the coronary vessel. 

29. (New) A method of providing direct blood flow betw^h a heart chamber 
and a coronary vessel, the method comprising the steps of: 

inserting an instrument through an anterior wall offhe coronary vessel; 

further inserting the instrument through a posterior wall of the coronary vessel 
and a heart wall between the heart chamber apm the coronary vessel to form a 
passageway in the heart wall; and 

inserting an implant within the passageway, 



wherein the implant does not extend substantially along an axial direction of the 



vessel. 



30. (New) Tne method of claim 29, wherein the implant includes a stent. 

31 . CNew) The method of claim 29, further comprising expanding the implant 
in the passageway. 

32. (New) The method of claim 31, wherein expanding the implant includes 
expanding the implant from a collapsed configuration. 
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33. (New) The method of claim 29, wherein the passageway in the h^dft wall 
is formed via one of lasing, drilling, and boring. 

34. (New) The method of claim 29, wherein inserting th^/fnstrument includes 
inserting an incising instrument. 

35. (New) The method of claim 29, wherein inserting the implant includes 
inserting an implant carrying a substance for delivery to the heart wall. 

36. (New) The method of claim 2p, wherein the substance is chosen from 
angiogenesis factors and nucleic v acid instructions for angiogensis factors. 

37. (New) The method/of claim 35, wherein the substance is for at least one of 
generating, stimulating, and enhancing blood vessel formation. 

38. (New) The method of claim 29, wherein inserting the implant in the 
passageway includes inserting the implant via a catheter. 

39. fl4ew) The method of claim 38, further comprising advancing the catheter 
to the passageway via the heart chamber. 

fO. (New) The method of claim 29, further comprising removing the instrument 
from the heart wall prior to inserting the implant. 
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41 . (New) The method of claim 29, further comprising^dtfancing the implant 
past the posterior wall of the coronary vessel and>rttfthe passageway. 

42. (New) The metRod of claim 41 , further comprising advancing the implant 
past the anteriopWall of the coronary vessel. 

43. (New) A method of providing direct blood flow between a heart chapter 
and a coronary vessel, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a medical instrument carrying an implant on an exteffial portion of the 



instrument; 

puncturing an anterior wall and a posterior wajjjg^ja i coronary vessel via the 



medical instrument; 

inserting the instrument into a hes 



wafl between the heart chamber and the 



^art waN. 



coronary vessel; and 

placing the implant into the 

44. (New) The rpmhod of claim 43, wherein the implant comprises an 
absorbable plug. 

45. iNew) The method of claim 43, further comprising allowing the implant to 
be absorbed by the heart wall. 
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